
 

 

Oroville Housing Authority 

Regular Meeting Minutes March 21, 2018 

Oroville Housing Authority Office, Oroville, WA  

 
A regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Oroville Housing Authority was called to order at 5:10 PM.   

Commissioners Present: 

Florence Rise, Chairperson; Peggy Shaw; and Susan Speiker 

 

Commissioners Absent: 

 Gary DeVon, Vice Chairperson; and Ben Peterson  

 

Staff Present:  

Sue Edick, Executive Director  

 

Guests Present:  

Salley Bull, Oroville resident and neighbor to the Oroville Harvest Shelter 

 

The February 21, 2018 Board Meeting Minutes and the March 21, 2018 Voucher Report were presented.  Peggy made a 

motion to approve the February 21, 2018 Board Meeting Minutes, with the correction of the year in the heading, and the 

March 21, 2018 Voucher Report.  Susan seconded the motion.  All Board Commissioners present were in favor.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Harvest Shelter: 

The Board broke into executive session at 5:20 PM.  At 5:40 PM the regular meeting continued.  

Sue reported that March 15th growers’ meeting was a success.  Attendees included six growers, Marty Miller of 

ORFH, Craig Carroll, WA Employment Security and Rene Maldonado, WA Employment security.  The 

growers agreed that there is a growing need for H2A housing.  Problems with the existing OHS housing was 

discussed.  Marty, Sue and Peggy met the following morning and came up with the following summary. 

Options for physical improvements: 

• Re-development the shelter from the ground up.  Would likely require major capital investment (well 

in excess of $3 million, in order to keep a comparable number of beds). 

• Cluster the existing sleeping units around newly constructed common area buildings.  For example, 

two sleeping units could connect to a new building which houses toilets, showers and cooking 

facilities for up to 14 people (7 per trailer).  Need to explore design feasibility and preliminary costs 

estimate.  New stairs and trailer skirting could also be added to the sleeping units. 

• Lease entire site to another entity to manage as seasonal farmworker housing. 

• Sell trailers and consider vacant land for another housing need. 

Options for operational improvements: 

• Explore H2B program for bilingual staff for the Shelter site. 

• Establish a minimum number of beds (or units) to lease at any one time.  For example, a grower must 

lease a unit (7 beds) at time; no less.  That way, OHA knows who is responsible for each unit. 

• Reach out to other seasonal housing providers (such as the Monitor Park operator in Chelan County) 

to see if there are other efficiencies that might be gained. 

Notes on funding: 

o We anticipate the WA Department of Commerce to have funds available to preserve/rehabilitate 

affordable housing that is 15 years old or older and has an existing HTF investment.  The Shelter 

may qualify and, depending on what you decide to do on the “physical improvements”, may be 

worth pursuing. 

o The County and State may have more Operating and Maintenance (O&M) funds become 

available later this year.  That could provide valuable operating dollars, if it becomes available. 

 
   There are 28 beds available for cherry season and 6 beds available for apple season.  

 



 

 

Oroville Gardens:  

New move-in on March 1, and another on March 16.  Applicant being processed for April and May vacancies.  

USDA-RD contacted OHA regarding unused rental assistance.  OHA responded with explanation.  RD’s 

determination is pending.  

Sue reported that Larsen Gross CPAs is finalizing the 2017 audit.  Audit and annual report is due to RD by 

March 30.          

 

Similkameen Park Apts: 

No vacancies    

 

Oroville Harvest Park: 

 There are no vacancies for cherry season.  And no reservations for apple season.  

 

There was no other old business 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
OHA Human Resources 

 Sue presented the revised February 28, 2018 Employee Manual.  Peggy made a motion to approve the February 28, 

2018 Employee Manual.  Susan seconded the motion.  All Board Commissioners present were in favor.   

 

 Justine will be attending the ARHC Conference in Spokane April 24-25.  Sue will be attending on the 24th only. 

 

 Sue plans on attending the 2018 Farmworker Housing Conference July 25-27 in Hood River 

 

OHA Website 

Sue reported that she spoke with Reed LeFevre regarding OHA’s ability to upload its own files to the website.  

Reed this would cost more and that he would post PDF at no charge.  The Board will be listed as on OCHA’s 

website without contact information.   

 

Opportunity Zone Program    

 The City of Oroville requested a letter of support for their application to the WA Dept of Commerce’s 

Opportunity Zone Program.  There was a brief discussion of the program.  Susan made a motion to submit a letter 

of support to the city.  Peggy seconded the motion.  All Board Commissioners present were in favor.  Sue will write 

the letter of support and submit it to the city.   Sue will forward a copy of the letter to all Commissioners.  
 

Finance Committee  

Next meeting to be determined.   

 

Susan requested Sue follow-up with contacting suggested associations that provide employee medical insurance and 

that is stands on the agenda.   
 

Susan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Peggy seconded the motion.  All Board Commissioners present were in 

favor.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:43 p.m.   

 

Next Meeting:  April 18, 2018  

 

 

______________________________________ 

Florence Rise- Chairperson 

 

 

          

Attested: Sue Edick, Executive Director 


