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Oroville Housing Authority 

Special Meeting Minutes April 29, 2020 

Oroville Housing Authority Office, Oroville, WA  

 
A Special Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Oroville Housing Authority was called to order at 5:05 

PM.  Per Proclamation 20-28 the meeting was held via conference call.   

 

Commissioners Present: 
Gary DeVon, Chairperson; Peggy Shaw, Vice-Chairperson; and Susan Speiker 
 
Commissioners Absent: 
 Ben Peterson and Florence Rise 
 
Staff Present:  

Sue Edick, Executive Director 
 
Guests Present:  

None 
 

The special meeting was called to discuss any action the Board wished to take in anticipation of 
the draft LnI TWH Emergency Rules (Rules) being adopted as the Rules currently stand.   There 
were two main items in the Rules that needed to be addressed.  Number one is bringing the 
Oroville Harvest Shelter (the Shelter) and the Oroville Harvest Park (the Park) in compliance 
with Section 1 (b) implementing a social distance to plan.  Sue Edick feels that with the 
following changes to the Shelter the required 6 feet of distance between occupants can be 
maintained: renting the Washington Growers League tents to be used for dining areas, 
reducing the occupancy of the sleeping trailers from 7 to 4; removing the tables and one 
refrigerator from the sleeping trailers; renting six hand washing stations, making the existing 
hand sinks located within a 6 foot social distance inoperative; and making the stovetops located 
within a 6 foot social distance inoperative.  These changes will reduce the number of workers 
that can be housed at the Shelter.   The Shelter will be able to accommodate Gebbers’ 
reservation for 40 beds, but not the three other growers with a total of 28 reserved beds.   The 
only change that needs to be made at the Park is to reduce the bedroom occupancy from 8 to 6.   
 
The second issue regarding the TWH Emergency Rules is complying with Section 1 (d) 
transporting, feeding, and monitoring sick occupants, which is outside OHA’s capacity.   Sue 
Edick stated that Gebbers has their own plan to transport any of their sick workers to their 
quarantine/isolation housing located in Quincy.  If LnI will allow the grower/employer to 
assume the requirements listed in this section of the Rules, OHA require a written agreement 
with Gebbers and the other growers stating such.   Sue will contact the other three growers to 
inform them of this possible requirement.   
 
Options on how to accommodate the reservations of the other three growers were discussed.    
Peggy Shaw made the following motion.  Due to the extraordinary circumstances and to ensure 
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the health and wellbeing of all individuals working and living in the Oroville Housing 
Authority’s seasonal farmworker housing the Oroville Housing Authority’s Board of 
Commissioners needs to take extraordinary action.  The COVID -19 pandemic presents a public 
health challenge that has the potential to hamper or disrupt the ability of the Oroville Housing 
Authority in carrying out their normal operations.  Therefore, the OHA will allow the growers 
with reservations to use the housing provided at the Park, overriding the USDA-RD standard 
operating guidelines while still providing safe and decent housing to temporary farmworkers.   
Susan Speiker seconded the motion.  All Commissioners present approved. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:40PM.  
  

 


